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RESOLUTION ON HYDROFRACKING BAN IN NEW YORK STATE

May 1 9 , 2 0 1 1

WHEREAS ,  m u c h  o f Ne w Yo rk St a t e  is  a b o ve  t h e  n a t u ra l g a s  
d e p o s it  fo rm a t io n s  kn o wn  a s  t h e  Ut ic a  a n d  Ma rc e llu s  Sh a le s  wh ic h  
a re  o f in t e n s e  in t e re s t  t o  t h e  g a s  in d u s t ry  a n d  it s  a g e n t s , a n d  t h a t  
h ig h -vo lu m e , h o riz o n t a l h yd ra u lic -fra c t u rin g  ( h yd ro fra c kin g )  c o u ld  
o c c u r o n  a  va s t  s c a le  o n  b o t h  p u b lic  a n d  p riva t e  la n d  le a s e d  t o  t h e  
in d u s t ry ; a n d

WHEREAS ,  h yd ro fra c kin g  e xt ra c t s  n a t u ra l g a s  h e ld  in  d e e p  s h a le  
d e p o s it s  b y  t h e  in je c t io n  o f m illio n s  o f g a llo n s  o f wa t e r, s a n d  a n d  
t o xic  c h e m ic a ls  u n d e r e xt re m e  p re s s u re  t h ro u g h  we lls  e xt e n d in g  
t h o u s a n d s  o f fe e t  ve rt ic a lly  a n d  u p  t o  t h re e  m ile s  h o riz o n t a lly ; a n d

WHEREAS ,  h yd ro fra c kin g  t h re a t e n s  c o n t a m in a t io n  o f a q u ife rs , 
we lls , a n d  s u rfa c e  wa t e rs , a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  ‡ u id  ( ”p ro d u c e d  
wa t e r‘ )  t h a t  re t u rn s  t o  t h e  s u rfa c e  is  c o n t a m in a t e d  w it h  t o xic  
c h e m ic a ls  a n d  ra d io a c t ive  e le m e n t s  a n d  is  t h e n  s t o re d  in  o p e n  p it s  
o r t ru c ke d  t o  u n e q u ip p e d  wa t e r t re a t m e n t  p la n t s  fo r d is p o s a l; a n d

WHEREAS ,  t h e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f e a c h  h yd ro fra c kin g  s it e  o n  
a p p ro xim a t e ly  5  a c re s  o f la n d  in vo lve s  a  we ll h e a d  s t ru c t u re  
c o n t a in in g  u p  t o  e ig h t  in d iv id u a l we lls , s t o ra g e  t a n k( s ) , a n d  
p o s s ib le  ”p ro d u c e d  wa t e r‘  e va p o ra t io n  p it , a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  
c o n t in u in g  o p e ra t io n  o f e a c h  we ll re q u ire s  h u n d re d s  o f h e a vy  
t ru c k t rip s  fo r wa t e r h a u lin g  a n d  wa s t e  d is p o s a l, e a c h  d rillin g  a re a  
w ill b e  t ra n s fo rm e d  in t o  a n  in d u s t ria l s it e  a n d  t h e  c le a n  o p e n  
s p a c e s  o f o u r s t a t e  in t o  a n  o p e n  in d u s t ria l z o n e , a n d

WHEREAS ,  h yd ro fra c kin g  is  e xe m p t  fro m  t h e  re g u la t io n s  o f t h e  
Sa fe  Wa t e r Drin kin g  Ac t  a n d  t h e  Cle a n  Air Ac t , a n d  t h e  Ne w Yo rk 
St a t e  m o ra t o riu m  o n  t h e  is s u a n c e  o f h yd ro fra c kin g  p e rm it s  w ill 
e xp ire  t h is  s u m m e r, a n d  t h e  is s u a n c e  o f a n y  fu t u re  p e rm it s  w ill b e  
d e t e rm in e d  wh e n  t h e  u n d e rs t a ffe d  a n d  u n d e rfu n d e d  Ne w Yo rk 
St a t e  De p a rt m e n t  o f En viro n m e n t a l Co n s e rva t io n  c o m p le t e s  it s  
re v ie w  p ro c e s s  t h is  ye a r, a n d  

WHEREAS ,  s ig n iflc a n t  c h a n g e s  t o  Ne w Yo rk÷s  wa t e r la ws  n o w 
b e in g  c o n s id e re d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  le g is la t u re  c o u ld  a llo w  va s t  
a m o u n t s  o f wa t e r n o w in  t h e  p u b lic  d o m a in  t o  b e  m a d e  a va ila b le  
t o  t h e  p o we rfu l g a s  in d u s t rie s  fo r h yd ro fra c kin g ; a n d
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WHEREAS ,  h a v in g  h a d  t h e  o p p o rt u n it y  t o  o b s e rve  a n d  re s e a rc h  
t h e  e n viro n m e n t a l, p u b lic  h e a lt h , a n d  e c o n o m ic  im p a c t s  re s u lt in g  
fro m  t h e  d rillin g  o f m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f h yd ro fra c kin g  we lls  in  
n e ig h b o rin g  Pe n n s y lva n ia , m a n y  Ne w Yo rk m u n ic ip a lit ie s  h a ve  
t a ke n  a c t io n  t o  p ro h ib it  h yd ro fra c kin g  a c t iv it y ; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT we  u rg e  t h e  St a t e  o f 
Ne w Yo rk t o  e n a c t  a  p e rm a n e n t  b a n  o n  h yd ro fra c kin g  a n d  a ll o f 
t h e  a c c o m p a n y in g  o p e ra t io n s  o f t h e  h yd ro fra c kin g  p ro c e s s  in  
o rd e r t o  p ro t e c t  t h e  g ro u n d  a n d  s u rfa c e  wa t e r, t h e  a ir, o u r 
c o m m u n it ie s , a n d  a ll o f t h e  c it iz e n s  o f Ne w Yo rk fro m  
e n viro n m e n t a l, p u b lic  h e a lt h , a n d  e c o n o m ic  h a rm .
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